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Comment [j1]: This is an Admissions/Transfer 
Essay, submitted to UT-Austin. The participant 
chose to write about “an important issue,” in this 
case environmental destruction and what to do 
about it. 
 
The writer recently graduated with a degree in 
Political Science from UT-Austin. 
 
FIRST DRAFT—We’re figuring out what the essay is 
about.  After review, the most promising points are 
to “push Military R&D” and “Social. ‘lifestyle’ 
programs” that encourage recycling efforts. 
 
It’s not a full page yet. The scribbles are our notes 
for making the next draft. 
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Comment [j2]: SECOND DRAFT. 
 
Now we are making an essay. I am challenging the 
writer’s language and ideas.  
 
We are deleting most of the second paragraph. We 
are busting out the last portion of the third 
paragraph as its own topic.  
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Comment [j3]:  
 
THIRD DRAFT:  I am pushing for specifics on the 
military topic. The writer’s exploration brings up a 
new topic—corn-based ethanol versus Brazilian 
sugar ethanol.  
 
See the next page of this draft where we outline 
the new material.  
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Comment [j4]:  
THIRD DRAFT, page 2 
 
We’ve decided to drop the (boring, preachy, and 
overly general) paragraph about cities and states.  
Now we are focused on 1) Military R&D ; 2) 
Alternative Fuels ; 3) “Green Diplomacy” 
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Comment [j5]: DRAFT FIVE 
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Comment [j6]: DRAFT SIX 
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Comment [j7]: FINAL DRAFT!  
 
We’ve got us a nifty title, and a well-structured 
essay that presents a problem, establishes its 
significance, and explores some possible solution. 
 
The writer recently graduated with a  degree in 
Political Science from UT-Austin.  
 
Of course he thinks this is “terrible” now, but at 
the time it was just what we needed. 


